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President’s Message

Thee past year 2021 was certinky a challenging one for our Association. Planned everts had 19 be postponed doe
ti the Covid virus. However, we finally mamged to host 3 very successful Bagna Canda Dinner an the Galilen
Club of Richmond on Sunday, June 26. This event was free far sur members and was enjoyed by all, 20 much g0
that nurmeros vequrests have been made to reprise this function in the coming winter.

Aldfitbonally, we will hest a Scampagnata, the traditioaal Italian sotuser coumtregide oisting, on Saturday,
September U at the Yiano Winery of Martinez, It will start with appetizers at 100 FM, foliowed by lincheon
and dessert, all accompanted by the music of accordionist George Campi. Save the dare! You'll recive an
[rvittion in ghe mail.

Would you like to volunteer for eur Association? We need assistance in holding our events, and we absa need
additional Board members. The Board meets about ik times 2 year G plan activities and peovide dicection for
the club I you would like to olfer your services, please call me o {925) 6B2-8543 of sed me an email at jadnot@
yahoo.cem.

1look forward to meeting and grecting you at oor upcoming seclal evemts.— sepk Tonds

Pinot e La Polenta

Hack in the day, when the Pledmontess Study Groag was ron by Gerald L. Fablan—aka Gegin #d Borgial--one
of our more entertaining endeavors was translating the following joke from Halian inte cur awn Leibal Jangisge.
Here it goes, recycled from the Summer E59% Baletin:

Pind e i pabeate, 0 verks preparcse der pér di fe duste, Ogai giocn cle Pinat andava a scola, 1j =6 amisa-f
clamavia cdsa cva Favia mangia pér sen-a. E Pindt a disia seenpe la sess cosa: “Palental ™ E jamis a-f tieavo ‘L ol
Anlora, Pinés ha lamentase a 50 mase, e chila 2 Pha ditje 'd responde che jer séfra 2 Naviz mangia agaokie. Bl giom
disp, quandd che famis a Pha clamage coss cha Favia mangia Ja séira prima, Pinit subit 2 Pha respondis, “Agaal g
Flor, gant amgpressiond. @ han cearmaje, “Ma qrant Phasne mangid?” E Paobt, it seident £ con tant orghej, a
Fhacrld B, Tre foge?”

Eataly Silicon Valley

Dhie ta the coronavires pandeic, the e h-ballyhooed opening of the first Bataly an the Pacific Coast, set for
2021 and annoanced in oer Sumoser 2020 Balesiv, veas deliayed, Finally, in June, the deoss weee swinsyg opest 1o
this 31.000-squase-foot, three-stary emposbim exclusively dedicated 10 Italian food and drink in the Westfield
Valley Fair Mall of San Jose. The first Eataly was opened tn Tusin in 2007, the brainchild of Orscar Faringtt of
Aldba, and the chain has since grevwn 1o over forty venues worldwide. Glven 23 origing, #5 no surprise thas,
auog the 1,200 Ttalian wines offered o the second floor of this newsst teration, the wines of Femorte are
front and center.

Stanley Tucei on Piemonte

In Bz of this year. at the very end of the one-heor segment on Piemonte b his NI series Searching fiar Faly,
our culinary/historical guide, wha bad devated time to both Cavour gosrosand and to his role in the unification
ol Haly. detined Plemonte a5 “a region without which [ woubdn't be seacching for ltaly a2 all” A very fitting tribute.



Friedrich Nietzsche on Torinoe

Before coflapsing (nto a permanent syphilitic desmentka, the Gerran philosopher lved in Turin from Apeil

| 8RS Lo January 1589, more specifically in a Fourth-floor soem at No. 8 Via Carlo Alberto, He wrote four boaks
there. and e alse did # lot of walking. He took 2 great liking to the place. To his friend Peter Czasd, Mietzache
wrte the foliowing: “What a dignified and serions ciyl Notaalla metropolis, nod at all modern, a5 1nad
feared, but & princely sesidence of the 17th century, . Everywhere the anstocratle calm has been kept: there are
no petty suburbic: 3 unity of taste even in matters of color (the whole city i vellow or geddish-brown). And a
classical place for the feet s for the eyes! What mbustness, what sidewalks, not to mertion the buses and trames,
the orgamzattan of which verges on the marvelos here, _Incredible—what serious and solemn palaces! And
the styie ol the pabaces, without any pretentiousness; the streets clean and serious-—and everything far mare
dignified than ! had expected! The most heautiful cafes T have ever seen, «.The evening on the Fo Bridge--
glorionst Beyand gaad and evil!™ W What o iestimoniall

Don Bosco. The Ultimate Social Saint

Right up front, by way of clarificatien, Dan is net the saint’s first name. In
Tealian, the title “don” in front of o Jost naeme refers 10 a secnbar priest, that A
diocesan or parksh priest, not belonging to any particubar eligios order. On
the other hand. the same title in front of a first name ioplies that respect is
due to the bearer. This title was once in use throughout Taly and the Spanish
realms. Rernember Don Diego in Disney’s old Zurro TV series? With this in
mind, Don Corleane of The Gadjather s wotally weong. It should be Don Vila,
Rug T digress.

Giovanni Bosco was born in 1515 into a peasant family in Castelnaovo in the
province of A, the same town that gave birth 1o Saint Giuseppe Cafissa, The
Gallaws Priest, who was Don Bosce's cloge friend and spiritual guide. Giovanai
was ordained inn E841, and he started his apostolate in the rough-and-tumble

Valdocco neighbioshond of Tocine in 1846, ' s voicn
| -llHEE .|

Thete, Dot Bosco minkterad to at-risk vouths and the occasional jivenile dedinguent. After the Napoleoanic
Wars. Plemonte and Torinn were in & state of face. Between 1811 and 1845, the city had grown expondrntially,
from 67,000 to 121,000 inhabitants, with peasants migrating to find jobs in such imdustrics as textiles and
manwfacturing, so that by 1850 more than 2 thied of urban residents had migrated [rom other parts of the region.
This meant that 1heie children, especially young bovs. who otherwise would hawe been working o farms, were
floating about idly, ensy prey 1o all kinds of negative outtomes.

T remediae this sttuation, Don Fosco deveboped and perfected bwo Institutions: the boys ciish amf the trade
echoal, Called an oratoris (partially 2 misnomer), the “dul” oversaw organized activities, mcluding sports. The
trade scheol emphasized insteisction in modesn, wiban, and eosinenily practical et ¢ mestien, such as tailorimg,
printing, cabinetry, and mesal working. And, of course, the boys” spiriual needs were addgessed as well.

In 1654, Don Bosca founded the Salesian Osder, named for Salim Francis de Sales. 1 7theceniry Savoyard
blshop of Geneva and the patron saint of Piemonte. In spite af the Kingdam of $ardinids anticlerical bent, the
few arder was certhied because of its socially Tedeeming value.

It eventually expanded 10 include misionary activities and the care of Halian mmigrants abroad.

1 that classic of travel lernrure, I Patiagomia (1977) by Bruce Chatwin, the author burmps inta Salesians up

and dewn the length of the Argentinian region. {Endeed, Argenting lyas devited twio commemaraiive stamps
honoring e work of Salesians in the country.) A few years later, the private detective Pepe Carvatho, protagonist
of the crime navel Los pajasos de Banghok {1983} by Manuel Visquez Montalban, Slcounters Salesians in the
jangles of Thaiiand. They can also be found today in San Franciscos North Beach. In fact, in 2020, the Sabesian
Cirder boasted around 15,000 members, 3ctive in ninety-forr geographical provioces, with 1808 haouses, and bn
charge of 134 parishes. It is the second largest Cathalic religious order after the besits.

P Queiz: Whe 15 the oost famaots living Salesian? Hint: or ex-Salesian® The answer will be fpgined in the next
Bafetin, unless he dies In the interbm.
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