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Final Seminar: report

Brussels, 14th December 2010
The perspectives for regions in European 2020 strategy and the way, for regional policy, to have an effective role in the global decisions, were presented in the first part of the seminar.

The first speaker, Alfonso Alcolea Martinez from CoR, stressed the importance of the partnership between EU and Member States to reach the objectives of getting out of the crisis and prepare for the next decade: the priority is represented by a smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. The EU-level target environmental headline, that have to be translated into a National level one, states that 3% of the EU's GDP should be invested in R&D and the "20/20/20" climate/energy targets should be met. The importance of local and regional authority action is linked to the proximity to the citizens and the implementation of a territorial dimension, in a multilevel vision of governance. CoR proposes Territorial Pacts at country level aimed at reaching more coordination, a structural funds contribute, an administrative simplification, a closer monitoring and a better cohesion between different EU Regions. CoR will keep annual report, territorial dialogue and thematic work enabling the exchange of good practices and how to overcome common obstacles to stimulate and contribute these purposes.

Afterwards Pedro Ballesteros, from DG Energy, talked about the opportunities for Regions in the domain of energy and innovation: the main question is how to bear the efficiency and renewable energies costs in this moment of crisis. It is a matter of fact that the green-techniques would bring new jobs and investments but a key role, as an impulse of proposals and commitments, is played by Regions. In those circumstances a lot of importance is covered by the Covenant of Mayors initiative: through a coordination activity, this pact leads to action plans that start from the local level and rise to upper floors of the policy. This modality brings an easier use of funding, responding to the real needs of population, and more opportunities for national governments, based on suggestions coming from local communities. 
Francesca Michielin made a report on EU’s Cohesion Policy to reach the Europe 20-20 objectives, their results and the future perspectives. The main theme consists in focusing the next actions for a better budget concentration in an intelligent, sustainable and global growth addressed to a social, economic and environmental disparity abatement. 

Laurence Minne, coordinator of the PITER project, presented the key success factor of this transnational project and its aims of facilitating synergies and exchanges between the involved Regions, Piemonte and Rhône-Alpes, in research, technological development, joint political and economical actions for the development and diffusion of renewable energies. The project has been driven by the participant’s proximity and common strong implication in Renewable Energies field. The strategic objectives were mainly the involvement and cooperation of local authorities, research centers, enterprises and other relevant local stakeholders in defining actions able to enhance the use of this kind of energies, energy saving technologies, CO2 reduction. Another aspect of the project has been the dissemination toward EU regions and clusters of best practices and methodologies developed within the project framework.

Mauro Bertolino, from Regione Piemonte, showed, in his presentation, the final result of PITER: a Joint Action Plan, which should be consistent with the programs already approved by the Regions, and include all the actions studied in PITER which were perceived as important for the collaboration. The Joint Action Plain, contains a business plan, the identification of guidelines for facilitating knowledge and technological transfer from labs to industry and the priority actions concerning the setting up of collaborative R&D projects aiming at developing and commercializing REs technologies.

Michel Deflache, from Tenerrdis introduced a map of the audited Research Centers, Institutions and Companies, both from Piemonte and Rhône-Alpes, and their needs. The presentation showed potential collaboration in R&D action on topics covered by the project like photovoltaic, thermal and concentrated solar, hydroelectric power, biomass, ecobuilding, hydrogen and fuel cells in an approach able to generate positive fallouts in terms of local environmental and economical development.

This first part of the seminar, after the congratulations for the results of PITER Project and in the hope of a future closer trans-regional cooperation, ended with the signature of the JAP by the delegates of the two Regions, Davide Donati and Patrick Lusson, and the delegates of Enviroment Park and Tenerrdis, Davide Damosso and Michel Deflache. 

The theme of the afternoon was the internalization of clusters. 
The first speaker of this session, Nikos Pantalos from DG Enterprise, remarked the importance of a policy development and of more organized cluster managing: they have to become international actors to make their voice louder. Moreover, platformes like the European Cluster Alliance should allow a permanent policy dialogue at EU level among national and regional public authorities responsible for developing cluster policies and managing cluster programmes in their countries. This should permit to share each result and keep in contact different-level subjects, aiming to an efficient and more competitive world-class cluster system in Europe.

Michel Ganoote, from OSEO, stressed again the importance of clusters internationalisation and showed the perspective offered by Tacticts, a consortium developing  world class cluster policies, which facilitate innovation and investments through financial instruments, and the objectives, achievements and future actions of the European Cluster Alliance in its developing and testing new initiatives and incentives for cluster excellence action. 
Johan Wasberg, from Merinova, presented the RoK cluster experience in the RESGen Project: a transnational consortium of Regions which attempt to create practical tools for developing regional energy self sufficiency, using the regional research infrastructures potential as well as the support available for regional research. The project, focused on the green-technologies implementation, states that new innovation and market potential are good driving forces for companies and this is a boost for internationalisation and cooperation between different clusters and the interchange of knowledge. 

Katia Costa, from Unioncamere Piemonte, presented the common international networks between Piemonte and Rhone-Alpes and took PITER results as an example of transnational activities. The data collected from every participant, give an important basis for the continuation of the international cooperation: it makes possible, in the future, to add new partnerships to strengthen the competence and growth of every involved part.
Massimo Davià, from Envipark, illustrated the new perspectives for the future with the presentation of the 2011-2013 JAP business plan: it contains 27 actions conceived to support at  various level the implementation of a joint REs and CO2 saving agenda among the two concerned Regions. These actions aim to support and increase the relationships among partners, and generate tools and opportunities for a proficient regional collaboration in the next three years. They also aim at developing local R&D and industrial actors, both for market and innovation approaches, and at supporting the implementation of joint R&D activities among actors of two regions. Future of energy should be seen in a developing and non-competitive view of innovation, and the key for a good project is a good partner. 

These are the reasons to enlarge cooperation and implement the Joint Action Plan,

this is the way ahead.
